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The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to 
develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 
people who help to create a better and more peaceful 
world through intercultural understanding and respect. 
 
To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and 
international organizations to develop challenging 
programs of international education and rigorous 
assessment. 
 
These programs encourage students across the world to 
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with 
their differences, can also be right. 
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The International Baccalaureate Program is a rigorous course of study designed to meet the needs of highly 
motivated secondary students and to promote international understanding. The effectiveness of the IB program is due 
not only to the depth of the individual courses, but also to the comprehensive nature of the program. Unlike other 
honors programs, the IB Diploma Program requires each student to take courses in six academic areas. To qualify for 
the International Baccalaureate Diploma, students must take examinations in six subject areas, participate in the 
Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS) Program, and write an extended essay during the 11th and 12th grade years.  
 
The diploma candidate must also take a unique course known as Theory of Knowledge. In this course, students 
explore the connections and similarities between the various subjects, learn to think, and apply interrelated concepts.  
Many students earning the IB Diploma are awarded advanced college credit at prestigious universities around the 
world. Many highly competitive colleges and universities recognize the IB Diploma for admissions and/or advanced 
standing. IB students may also participate in the Advanced Placement (AP) Program examinations in various 
subjects. Students interested in doing so should speak with Mrs. Paula Mistretta or Dr. Jeffrey Freiden for more 
information. 

 
Six subject groups comprise the core of the IB Curriculum. The IB Diploma candidate is required to select one 
subject from each of the six areas in which to test. 
 

Group 1: Language A    English HL 
Group 2: Language B  Spanish SL, ab initio, French SL  
Group 3: Individuals and Societies   History of the Americas HL, Psychology SL 
Group 4: Experimental Sciences   Physics SL, Biology SL, Chemistry HL 
Group 5: Mathematics    Math SL (over two years) 
Group 6: Arts & Electives   Art SL/HL, Theatre SL 

Music HL 
 

 
At least three and not more than four of the six subjects are taken at the Higher Level (HL), the others at the Standard 
Level (SL). Each examination is graded on a scale of 1 (minimum) to 7 (maximum). The award of the Diploma 
requires a minimum total of 24 points*.  (*See IBO Handbook of Procedures for other specifics at IBO.org.) 
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The program has the strengths of a traditional and broad curriculum, but with three important additional features 
shown at the centre of the hexagonal curriculum model. 
 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 
TOK is an interdisciplinary requirement intended to stimulate critical reflection on the knowledge and experience 
gained inside and outside the classroom. The course challenges students to question the bases of knowledge, to be 
aware of subjective and ideological biases, and to develop the ability to analyze evidence that is expressed in rational 
argument. TOK is a key element in encouraging students to appreciate other cultural perspectives. The course is 
unique to the IBO. 
 
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) 
The IBO’s goal is to educate the whole person. The CAS program encourages students to share their energy and 
special talents with others: students may, for example, participate in theatre or musical productions, sports and 
community service activities. Students should, through these activities, develop greater awareness of themselves, 
concern for others, and the ability to work cooperatively with other people.  All students will be assigned a CAS-
counselor that will oversee their CAS hours. 
 
Extended Essay (EE) 
Each student has the opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest. The essay requirement acquaints diploma 
candidates with the kind of independent research and writing skills expected by universities. The IBO recommends 
that a student devote a total of about 40 hours of private study and writing time to the essay, which may be written in 
one of 60 subjects, including many languages. The essay permits students to deepen their programs of study, by 
selecting a topic in one of their higher level (HL) courses. Or they might add breadth to their academic experience by 
electing to write on a subject not included in their program choices.  Students will be assigned an Extended Essay 
Counselor that will assist them in the essay process*. 
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To be eligible for the award of the IB Diploma at the conclusion of the 
senior year, all candidates must complete the following during the 11th and 
12th grades: 
 
• successfully complete prescribed course work and an examination from 
each of the six groups and receive a minimum of at least 24 points* 
 
• submit an essay of 4000 words in one of the subjects of the IB curriculum* 
 
• complete the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course* 
 
• complete the 150 Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS) hours*. 
 
(*Please refer to the General Rules and Regulations Booklet published each fall by 
the IBO for specific requirements at IBO.org.) 
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At Ridgeway High School, we encourage students who want to 
challenge themselves academically to seriously consider applying to our 
International Baccalaureate program beginning in the 9th grade year.  
Due to the very nature of the IB (“an internationally recognized 
curriculum and examination program”), each student’s performance will 
be assessed in large part on pre-established standards set by the IBO. 
Additionally, the student must be aware of the fact that he/she must take 
the IB exam in May of the final year of each IB course in which he/she 
is enrolled. All IB students must be prepared for the IB exam(s). The 
student who has demonstrated adequate past academic performance, 
who is highly motivated, and who has acquired good time and stress 
management skills should succeed in his/her IB courses. 

IB learners strive to be: 
 
INQUIRERS who acquire the skills necessary to conduct purposeful, constructive research, 
 
THINKERS who exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to make sound decisions and 
to solve complex problems, 
 
COMMUNICATORS who receive and express ideas and information confidently in more than one language, 
including the language of mathematical symbols, 
 
RISK TAKERS who approach unfamiliar situations without anxiety, have confidence and independence, are 
courageous and articulate in defending things in which they believe , 
 
KNOWLEDGEABLE who have spent time in school exploring themes with global relevance and importance, and 
have acquired a critical mass of significant knowledge, 
 
PRINCIPLED who have a sound grasp of the principles of moral reasoning, integrity, honesty, and a sense of 
fairness and justice, 
 
CARING who shows sensitivity towards the needs and feelings of others and have a personal commitment to action 
and service. 
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         8th Grade           9th Grade    10TH Grade 
 
Physical Science Honors Biology Honors   Chemistry Honors 
Algebra I Honors  Unified Geometry Honors  Algebra II Honors 
(Pass the Algebra Gateway)  English I Honors or CLUE/APEX  Pre-AP English 

Foreign Language I Honors  Foreign Language II Honors 
World History Honors   AP European History 
Lifetime Wellness   Fine Art 
Elective    Honors Economics /Personal Finance 
(Pass the Biology Gateway)  (Pass the English Gateway) 
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