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The International Baccalaureate Organization aims t
develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young j
people who help to create a better and more peécefu f'. A\
world through intercultural understanding and respe

To this end the IBO works with schools, governmants I’ {
international organizations to develop challenging \

programs of international education and rigorous
assessment. !

These programs encourage students across the woorlc
become active, compassionate and lifelong learmwsis —
understand that other people, with their differesyazan also be right.

The International Baccalaureate Program is a rigoomurse of study designed to meet the needgblyhi
motivated secondary students and to promote irtiena understanding. The effectiveness of the i@ypam is due
not only to the depth of the individual courseg, &lgo to the comprehensive nature of the progkémike other
honors programs, the IB Diploma Program requires student to take courses in six academic areagualify for
the International Baccalaureate Diploma, studentstitake examinations in six subject areas, pp#ieiin the
Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS) Program, avrite an extended essay during the 11th and 12itlegyears.

The diploma candidate must also take a unique edurswn as Theory of Knowledge. In this coursedesiis
explore the connections and similarities betweernvdrious subjects, learn to think, and apply nelated concepts.
Many students earning the IB Diploma are awarde@iackd college credit at prestigious universitiesiad the
world. Many highly competitive colleges and univees recognize the IB Diploma for admissions andfdvanced
standing. IB students may also participate in tdeahced Placement (AP) Program examinations irouari
subjects. Students interested in doing so showddkspith Mrs. Paula Mistretta Mrs. Pat Brewer farm
information.

Six subject groups comprise the core of the IB iculum. The IB Diploma candidate is required taesébne
subject from each of the six areas in which to test

Group 1: Language A English HL

Group 2: Language B Spanish SL, French SL Abdrktiench over
two years

Group 3: Individuals and Societies History of fhmericas HL, Psychology SL

Group 4: Experimental Sciences Biology SL, ChéyikiL

Group 5: Mathematics Math SLand Math Studies twe years

Group 6: Arts & Electives Art HL, Theatre HL 8L over two years
Music HL

At least three and not more than four of the sbjestts are taken at the Higher Level (HL), the rited the Standard
Level (SL). Each examination is graded on a schlle(minimum) to 7 (maximum). The award of the Dipla
requires a minimum total of 24 points*. (*See IBfandbook of Procedures for other specifics at IB@)o
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The program has the strengths of a traditionaltandd curriculum, but with three important additibfeatures
shown at the centre of the hexagonal curriculumehod

TOK is an interdisciplinary requirement intendedtionulate critical reflection on the knowledge angberience
gained inside and outside the classroom. The calna&nges students to question the bases of kune| to be
aware of subjective and ideological biases, ardkt@lop the ability to analyze evidence that isegged in rational
argument. TOK is a key element in encouraging sttedi® appreciate other cultural perspectives.cthese is
unique to the IBO.

The IBO’s goal is to educate the whole person. TAS program encourages students to share theigyeaed
special talents with others: students may, for gtanparticipate in theatre or musical productieprts and
community service activities. Students should, ulgiothese activities, develop greater awarenetiseaiselves,
concern for others, and the ability to work coofieedy with other people. All students will be agsed a CAS-
counselor that will oversee their CAS hours.

Each student has the opportunity to investigatgge of special interest. The essay requirementaots diploma
candidates with the kind of independent researdhwaiting skills expected by universities. The IB&ommends
that a student devote a total of about 40 houpsighte study and writing time to the essay, whitdy be written in
one of 60 subjects, including many languages. Bsayepermits students to deepen their prograntsidy sby
selecting a topic in one of their higher level (Hlourses. Or they might add breadth to their acaderperience by
electing to write on a subject not included in th@bgram choices. Students will be assigned darteled Essay
Counselor that will assist them in the essay p®ces




To be eligible for the award of the IB Diploma lattconclusion of the
senior year, all candidates must complete thewiotig during the 1% and
12th grades:

» successfully complete prescribed course worksamexamination from
each of the six groups and receive a minimum téast 24 points*

* submit an essay of 4000 words in one of the stbjaf the IB curriculum*
» complete the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course*
» complete the 150 Creativity, Action, and Ser(iCAS) hours*.

(*Please refer to the General Rules and Regulati®osklet published each fall by
the IBO for specific requirements at IBO.org.)

At Ridgeway High School, we encourage students waiat to
challenge themselves academically to seriouslyidenapplying to our
International Baccalaureate program beginning éndhgrade year.
Due to the very nature of the IB (“an internatidypaécognized
curriculum and examination program”), each studepé&rformance will
be assessed in large part on pre-established stinskst by the IBO.
Additionally, the student must be aware of the that he/she must take
the IB exam in May of the final year of each IB csmiin which he/she
is enrolled. All IB students must be prepared far IB exam(s). The
student who has demonstrated adequate past acaglertomance,
who is highly motivated, and who has acquired giroé and stress
management skills should succeed in his/her IBsasur

INQUIRERS who acquire the skills necessary to conduct pufpbsnstructive research,

THINKERS who exercise initiative in applying thinking skiltsitically and creatively to make sound decisians
to solve complex problems,

COMMUNICATORS who receive and express ideas and information denfly in more than one language,
including the language of mathematical symbols,

RISK TAKERS who approach unfamiliar situations without anxidtstye confidence and independence, are
courageous and articulate in defending things irthvthey believe ,

KNOWLEDGEABLE who have spent time in school exploring themes gilitihal relevance and importance, and
have acquired a critical mass of significant knalgk,

PRINCIPLED who have a sound grasp of the principles of m@asoning, integrity, honesty, and a sense of
fairness and justice,

CARING who shows sensitivity towards the needs and fegloigpthers and have a personal commitment toracti
and service.
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*1/2 credit of Personal Finance must be completdeejunior or senior year.

*Students must complete the courses listed aboteeiorder listed above as closely as possiblade®its’ must choose either 3
HL Fine Art or HL Chemistry in their junior yeaif they choose a HL Fine Art they must choose fmither SL Physics or SL
Biology as their science. If they choose HL Chemijghey must choose SL Visual Art (one year), Bieatre (two years), or
SL Psychology (one year) as their fine art.

*Scheduled periods will vary. The above layoutofirses by period is only an example.
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