
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

  

IB Music is a course designed for students in 11th and 12th grade who have developed 

advanced performance skills through band, orchestra, choir and private study.   Some previous 

experience with music notation is necessary and some piano proficiency is recommended. 

  

IB Music (HL) provides students opportunities to explore and enjoy the diversity of music 

throughout history and throughout the world, integrating classical and world music through 

listening, research and discovery.  Students are encouraged to develop perceptual skills through 

a breadth of musical experiences, where they will learn to recognize, speculate, analyze, 

identify, discriminate, articulate and hypothesize in relation to music.   This course will enable 

students to creatively develop their knowledge, abilities and understanding through performance 

and composition.   IB Music assists students to develop their potential as musicians both 

personally and collaboratively. 

  

IB MUSIC (HL) students will participate in the course for four semesters. 

  

COURSE UNITS 

  

1.  Structural Elements of Music 

This unit will focus on the structural elements of music and music theory with detailed 

emphasis on clefs, key signatures, scales, modes, intervals, chords, harmonic progression, 

rhythm, transposition, rhythmic and melodic dictation, 18th century part-writing, texture. 

  

2.  Western History of Music 

This unit provides a general framework for the history of Western music from the Ars 

Nova through the present.   Within each of these periods (Ars Nova, Renaissance, 

Baroque, Classical, Romantic, 20th Century/Contemporary) musical trends, specific 

composers, repertoire, musical instruments, voice, authors, artists, world events will be 

synthesized and put into historical context. 

  

3.  Non-Western Music and Culture 

This study will focus on understanding world music and its place in those cultures.   

Cultures studied include:  India, the Middle East, African cultures, various oriental 

cultures, SE Asia, Latin cultures, Caribbean, Native American and others. 

  

4.  Musical Form and Analysis 

This unit provides the framework of structure and forms, including motive, sequence, 

phrase, melody, binary, ternary, rondo, theme and variation, sonata-allegro, concerto 

grosso, sonata-rondo and others. 

  

5.  Music Performance 

This unit will build performance skills in large group settings, small ensembles and solo 

settings.   (HL) students will focus on solo development and performance.   Appropriate 

repertoire and artistic expression are key components. 

  



6.  Music Composition 

This unit will integrate and apply all the above elements to enable students in creating 

original compositions.   Piano skills, notational styles, instrument transpositions, 

orchestration concerns will be addressed. 

  

7.  Musical Investigation 

This unit involves the student's independent musical investigation comparing the 

relationship between two indentifiable and distinct musical cultures by analyzing and 

comparing one or more musical pieces from each culture.   These examples should share 

one or more inherent links that can be musically explored in depth. 

  

  

ASSESSMENT 

  

IB MUSIC (HL) includes both internal and external assessments: 

  

Internal Assessment for (HL) students is comprised of a solo music performance and original 

compositions.    This assessment will take place in the 4th semester of their IB MUSIC studies.  

The solo performance is one or more performances of at least 20 minutes duration.   The 

composition option will be assessed during the 4th semester of their IB studies and is comprised 

of 3 original compositions with an audio cassette or CD recording of a performance of them.   A 

written statement of intent regarding the compositions is also included. 

  

Solo performance assessment includes technical competence, style and interpretation, repertoire 

and overall impression.   Composition assessment includes structural and stylistic integrity, 

technical knowledge of medium/media, control and development of musical elements, notation, 

and overall impression.   Printed scores and recorded performances are also submitted. 

  

External assessment includes a written exam (Listening Paper) based on material and concepts 

learned in the IB Music course, and one work prescribed by IB, given in May.  Assessment is 

based on the student's adeptness at aural perception, appropriate use of technical language, 

analysis of structure and the ability to put musical examples into proper historical/cultural 

context. 

  

A Musical Investigation, in the form of a written media script, will investigate the relationships 

between two musical genres.   Assessment is based on choice of musical examples and cultures, 

use of technical language, quality of the analysis and comparison of musical features, 

organization and presentation, and overal impression. 

  

ASSESSMENT/PERFORMANCE OUTLINE 

  

Internal:.........Solo Performance..............25% 

                     Compositions....................25% 

External.........Listening Paper..................30% 

                     Musical Investigation..........20% 


