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Dear Students and Parents,

Over the next few months, you will be faced with several decisions. As with any major decision, having the
> Y y maj > g
appropriate information to make the decision is essential.

Presented in this booklet are important facts, procedures, and suggestions in order to help you make a decision
about what to do after high school graduation. Whatever you may decide, the information included in this
manual should prove to be helpful. Whether you are just beginning the decision-making process or you have
already decided what you will be doing, this information can help clarify questions and be an important resource
for you.

It should be stressed that the Ridgeway High School Guidance Department views the college selection
procedure as a process, and an integral part of the process is the importance of early planning. By following a
structured process, an individual and family will be better prepared to make the best decision, and hopefully,
reduce the level of stress that may come with it.

This manual should be used as a reference to supplement the work you do with your guidance counselor.
Your guidance counselor will be meeting with you on an individual basis to help you with the issues facing your
decision. Be sure to utilize the numerous resources in the guidance office and career section in the school library
and consult with your guidance counselor on a regular basis. You want to make certain that you are making the
best decisions. This means using other people for assistance as well as a resource.

As with any book or pamphlet, the only way to utilize the knowledge it contains is to read it. You are strongly
encouraged to read through this material and write down questions as they arise. In addition, you will find a
glossary of terms in the Appendix section if you are unsure of what a term means. There is also a list of sources
for further information if you have questions that are not answered in the text or explore a topic further.

Parents, you should also be aware of the decisions facing your son/daughter. If you have already had a child
go through the transition out of high school, then you may already know some of this material, but it never can
hurt to review it again. Whatever your child decides, you should be involved in the process, as your input will be
important. Tty to prevent yourself from making the final decision for him/her, as it really is the child's decision.
This will also teach responsibility for decision making and the consequences related to that. Having your
support will make their decision making process much easier and comforting. As a parent, you are the number
one influence on your child and the decision s/he will make.

Good luck with the decisions that you face and please do not hesitate to contact the Guidance Office for
further assistance.

Sincerely,

THE RIDGEWAY HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT



II. GETTING READY FOR COLLEGE

8th Grade Year

Apply for a Social Security Number if you do not already have one.
Talk to friends and family about careers and possible school choices.

Consult with your middle and high school guidance counselors to find out which courses you should
take that will qualify you to attend certain colleges and/or enter certain career fields.

Discuss your financial situation with your parents to see how they can assist you in paying for your
education. Work together to establish a savings plan in which you can participate. Learn about financial
aid from your school counselor.

Freshman Year

Build a flexible schedule allowing for study time, extracurricular activities, and your other interests. Use a
daytimer, calendar or electronic organizer to help you get organized.

Get involved only in extracurricular activities that you have a genuine interest in and those to which you
are willing to make the necessary time commitment.

Make a four-year schedule of classes that increases your eligibility to attend the college of your choice.

Start developing a resume by keeping a scrapbook of your accomplishments including articles about
yourself.

Take your parents with you to talk to your counselor about your interests, post-secondary possibilities,
and career information.

Find out about summer jobs and how to gain the skills necessary to obtain one. Look into volunteer
opportunities that will expand your experience and skills.

Sophomore Year

Visit the guidance department and explore college catalogs and other college materials including
financial aid information.

Re-evaluate your high school course selection to make sure it meets college requirements.
Try to complete most of your academic requirements by your junior year.

Take the PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) and/or the PLAN (Preliminary ACT) in October
to prepare you for college entrance exams. The PSAT may qualify you for certain scholarships.

See your counselor to take interest inventories to discover which career(s) might be a match for you.

If pursuing athletics, check out NCAA requirements.



III. TIMELINE FOR JUNIORS

« Fall - August through December

(0]

o

Take the PSAT in October to practice taking entrance exams and to establish eligibility for some
scholarships.

Attend sessions with college representatives who visit your high school. You may find it helpful to
visit local college fairs.

Develop a list of possible post-secondary schools. Your counseling office and/or school library
may have books and materials to help you. Send off for admissions literature and applications from
the schools that are on the top of your list. Talk with an admissions representative to determine if
there are any institutional scholarships for which you could apply.

Begin researching private sources of financial aid such as scholarships and write for applications.
Request financial aid bulletins from all potential schools. Estimate the costs for each school and
begin identifying ways to meet them.

« Spring - January through May

O

O

Take the SAT/ACT. Check with your intended college(s) about which test they prefer.

Begin narrowing your choices for post-secondary schools. Schedule campus visits. Consider an
overnight trip that would allow for you to get a feel for what life is like on that particular campus.

Now is the time to check with your counselor, libraries, community organizations, and Student
Outreach Services for the names and addresses of possible scholarship sources. Send for applications
as soon as possible. Keep records of anyone you speak with concerning grants or scholarships.

Start developing portfolios, audition tapes, writing samples, or other evidence of talents required
for college admission and/or for scholarships.

If you plan to play sports in college, write to college coaches at your target schools. Include a
schedule of your athletic events for the upcoming year. Register with the NCAA Initial-Eligibility
Clearinghouse. Develop a resume of your sports accomplishments including a highlight tape and
relevant articles about your successes.

e Summer

Practice writing online applications, filling out rough drafts, without submitting them.

Review applications, especially the essays. Ask others to proof the essay for any grammar, content
or punctuation errors.

Read all college mail and send reply cards back to schools of interest.

Apply for those scholarships whose deadlines are in the fall. You may be too busy once school

starts.



IV. TIMELINE FOR SENIORS

+ Fall - August through December

O

Make sure you continue to meet high school graduation and college admission requirements.
Organize and record relevant dates on a calendar so you can plan your year more efficiently.
Register for the Advanced Placement (AP) tests, if needed.

Make copies of your admissions and financial aid forms. Practice filling them out before doing the
final one.

Meet with visiting recruiters from the schools that interest you.
Arrange visits to schools you are considering and schedule admissions interviews if required.

Make the final preparation of your portfolios, audition tapes, writing samples, or other evidence of
talent required for admission and/or for scholarships. Finalize your resume to send with your
applications.

Submit your college admissions applications. Watch out for deadlines.

Talk with your parents about what type budget you'll be on your freshman year.
Take or retake the ACT or SAT.

Keep records of everything you submit.

Identify at least two of the following to write solid recommendation forms for you: a teacher, an
extracurricular advisor, a counselor, a principal, or an employer. Give the recommendation forms
to teachers, counselors, etc. at least one month before they are due. Follow up on the progress of
these recommendations.

If seeking athletic scholarships, contact the coaches from the schools you are considering and
include a resume of your accomplishments.

e Spring - January through May
Suffering Through Senioritis

O

Apply for financial aid by completing and submitting your Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) as soon after January 1 as possible. The FAFSA is available from your guidance
counselor, from your college's financial aid office, or online at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Call the school of your choice and confirm that they have received your admissions applications
materials, including letters of recommendation and housing applications.

Request that your high school send a copy of your transcript to the school where you have applied.
Make sure your first semester senior year grades are included on the transcript.

The information you receive back, after the FAFSA is processed, is the Student Aid Report (SAR).
If any portion of the information on the SAR is incorrect, please correct it and resubmit it to the
processing center.



o

Submit any additional financial aid forms and documentation that is required by the school of your
choice. Some of these forms may be available online including the FAFSA and some admission
applications.

Notify the school(s) in writing as to whether you are accepting or declining admission by the
proper deadline.

Review your financial aid award letter with your parents and be sure that you understand the terms
and conditions that accompany each kind of aid. Sign your financial aid award letter and return it to
the school.

Notify the financial aid office of any outside scholarships or grants that you have accepted since
your initial application.

Be aware of due dates for tuition, fees, room and board, and other expenses. Find out how your
financial aid will be disbursed and whether you can defer payments until the funds are available.

Respond immediately to all correspondence regarding school, scholarships, and financial aid.
Participate in summer orientation programs for incoming freshman after graduation.

Meet all class registration deadlines.

Remember: The financial aid process begins again in January for the next year of study!



V. SELF-EVALUATION

The questions that follow can help you focus on college selection and admission or employment
opportunities that you may want to pursue after graduation. You may feel embarrassed or self-conscious
when you first consider these questions. Nevertheless, an honest and thoughtful self-evaluation can prepare
you for questions that you will need to answer in making your decision. A serious look at yourself will help
you to learn more about what you want to do with your life. Keep in mind that this process may take some
time to really gain valuable insight into who you are, so don't despair if answers are not readily available. This
process may even provide you with an impetus for further exploration.

YOUR GOALS AND VALUES:

1. What aspects of your high school years have been most meaningful to your If you could live this
period over again, would you do anything differently?

2. What values are most important to you? What do you care most about? What occupies most of your
energy, effort, and/or thoughts?

3.  How do you define success? Are you satisfied with your accomplishments to date? What do you
want to accomplish in the years ahead?

4. What kind of person would you like to become? Of your unique gifts and strengths, which would
you like to develop? What would you most like to change about yourself?

5. Is there anything you have ever secretly wanted to do or be? If you had a year to go anywhere and
do whatever you wanted, how would you spend that year?

6. What experiences have shaped your growth and way of thinking?

YOUR EDUCATION

1. What are your academic interests? Which courses have you enjoyed the most? Which courses have
been most difficult?

2. What do you choose to learn when you can learn on your own? Consider interests pursued beyond
class assignments: topics chosen for research papers, lab reports, independent projects; independent
reading; school activities; job or volunteer work. What do your choices show about your interests
and the way you like to learn?

3. How do you learn best? What methods of teaching and style of teacher engage your interest the
most?

4. How much do you genuinely like to read, discuss issues, and exchange ideas? What has been your
most stimulating intellectual experience in recent years?

5. How would you describe your school? Are learning and academic success respected? Has the
school's environment encouraged you to develop your interests, talents, and abilities? Have you felt
limited in any way? What would you preserve or change about the school if you were able to?
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6. How well has your school prepared you for college or employment opportunities? In what areas of
skills or knowledge do you feel most confident or least confident? Have you been challenged by your
courses? If so, How?

7. Have you worked up to your potential? Is your academic record an accurate measure of your ability
and potential? Are your SAT scores? What do you consider the best measures of your potential for
college work?

8.  Are there any outside circumstances (in your recent experiences or background), which have
interfered with your academic performance? Consider such factors as after school jobs, home
responsibilities or difficulties, excessive school activities, illness or emotional stress, parental
influences, English not spoken at home, or other factors that are unique to your background.

YOUR ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS

1. What activities do you most enjoy outside the daily routine of classes and other responsibilities?
What activities have meant the most to your Looking back, would you have made different choices?

2. Do your activities show any pattern of commitment, competence, or contribution to other
individuals, your family and/or school?

3. How would others describe your role in school or your home community? What do you consider
your most significant contribution?

4. After a long, hard day, what do you most enjoy doing? What is fun or relaxing for you?

THE WORLD AROUND YOU

1. How would you describe your family and home? Have they influenced your way of thinking? How
have your interests and abilities been acknowledged or limited by them?

2. What do your parents and friends expect from you? How have their expectations influenced the
goals and standards you set for yourself? Have you felt it necessary to conform?

3. What is the most controversial issue you have encountered in recent years? Why does the issue
concern you? What is your reaction to the controversy? What is your opinion about the issue?

4. Have you ever encountered people who think and act differently from you? What viewpoints have
challenged you the most? How did you respond? What did you learn about yourself and others?

5. What concerns you most about the world around you? Assuming obligation and opportunity to
change the world, where would you start? How would this make you feel?

6. Who are your current or historical heroes or heroines?

7. What books have you read which have changed your way of thinking? Who are some of your
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10.

11.

12.

favorite writers? Why?

How would someone who knows you well describe you? Your best qualities? Your most
conspicuous shortcomings? Would you agree with their assessment? How have you grown or
changed during your high school years?

Which relationships are most important to you and why? Describe the people whom you consider
your best friends? Your best critics? Your best advocates? In what ways are they similar to or
different from you?

Describe the students at your school. Which ones do you feel you are close to? Do you feel
alienated from any? What kind of people do you admire the most? Generally, how do you respond
to people who think and act differently from what you expect? How do you feel about your
teachers?

How are you influenced by others who are important to you? How important to you are approval,
rewards, and recognition? How do you respond to pressure, competition, or challenge? How do you
react to failure, disappointment, or criticism?

How do you feel about choices and making decisions for yourself? What are the best decisions you
have made recently? How much do you rely on direction, advice, or guidance from others? Have
you ever chosen anything because it was new or interesting? How important are fads and fashions?

Hopefully, by answering these questions honestly, you have a better understanding of yourself and

what direction you may be headed. You should also discuss your responses with your counselor.



VI. CHOOSING A COLLEGE

Choosing a college can seem like the most important decision you'll ever make. After all, your college
education will affect the rest of your life. What if I make the wrong choice? What if I am not happy there?
What if I don't learn anything? What if I don't get in? The college admissions process can be very scary.

First of all, relax. With the post baby-boom decline in population and economic situation, most colleges need
you as much as you need them. Second, if you don't like the institution, you can always transfer to another
school. There may be other problems that could be easily remedied. If you can make it through the first
semester, your chances of surviving are much better. Eventually, as time goes on, you will have more friends and
be participating in more activities which make this time period some of the best years of your life.

The best source of information is your high school guidance counselor. Your counselot's job is to help you
determine what field you want to enter and to find the best school for a particular major or characteristic you
want. The guidance office will have a variety of catalogs and brochures to assist you in researching schools and
narrowing down your choices. If you aren't sure what you want to study or where you want to go, your guidance
counselor can help to clarify your questions and concerns. Your family and peers can also be helpful in this
process.

It is, however, up to you to answer the following questions:

1. What field do I want to study? There are numerous possibilities but you have to find the one which is best
for you.

The most important reason for you to be going to college is to further your education. The learning
environment and availability of your major and courses you want are important in this process.

Whether a college offers a particular major or area of study should be of great concern to you. If you are
uncertain what your exact major should be at this time. You are not alone. You should do some exploratory
work in your career library located in the Guidance Office. Both computer and written career decision
instruments are available to assist you in this process. The Self Evaluation on page 6 is another resource to
utilize. The next step is to investigate career opportunities and qualifications to determine what major is the best
for you based upon your interests. Don't be afraid if you don't come up with specifics and don't let this stop you
from going to college. Many students graduate with a major that has no direct correlation to their future
occupations.

If you are in this situation, you should look at colleges that offer a variety of majors or majors in a career
cluster which are of interest to you (ex: several majors within the health fields) so when the time does come to
choose, you will have plenty of options. Some students are unable to select a major and enter college undecided
or change their major. Colleges are prepared for this and have guidelines in place to assist you when and if the
time comes. Usually students who are undecided can investigate different majors by taking several introductory
classes in their freshmen year, so as to give you a range of possibilities. For many students, this approach is most
advantageous as it may create an option not considered previously.

The important decision for students who are undecided about a major is to choose a school with which you
feel comfortable and confident that you will be able to major in an area of interest.
2. What kind of college do I want to attend? There are several kinds of schools that include the following:




COLLEGE: An institution that offers educational instruction beyond high school level in a two or four year
program.

UNIVERSITY: An academic institution that grants degrees in a variety of fields and is composed of a
number of schools or colleges, each of which encompasses a general field of study. Universities are usually
much larger than colleges and offer a wider variety of opportunities. In most cases, students apply to an
individual school or college within the university.

LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE: A four-year institution that emphasizes a broad program or major. A pre-
professional or professional training program may be available but it is most likely not to be stressed as much.

TEACHERS COLLEGE: A college that specializes in the training of teachers in many areas of education.

[UNIOR/COMMUNITY COLLEGE: A two-year institution that provides academic programs that lead to
an Associate's Degree. Students can then transfer to a four-year institution to get their Bachelot's Degree if
they so choose. Such a college may or may not be residential.

ENGINEERING OR TECHNOLOGICAL COLLEGE: Independent professional school that provides a
four-year training program in the fields of engineering and the physical sciences. These are sometimes called
Institutes of Technology or Polytechnic Institutes.

TECHNICAL SCHOOL: A two-year institution that offers terminal occupational programs intended to
prepare students for immediate employment in the field. These schools may also offer one-year certificate
programs in certain crafts and clerical skills.

NURSING SCHOOL: There are three kinds of nursing schools. At schools affiliated with hospitals,
students receive an R.N. diploma upon successful completion of training and state certification. There are
also schools affiliated with four-year colleges where students receive both a B.S. and a R.N. diploma and
finally, junior colleges that may offer a two-year nursing program and A.S. Degree in Nursing.

MILITARY SCHOOL: There are federal military academies that prepare officers for the Navy, Army, Air
Force and Merchant Marines. To be admitted requires a U.S. Senate or Representative to nominate and
recommend you. Private and state supported military institutions, including the U.S. Coast Guard, operate on
a regular admissions process. Various degrees are offered, particularly in the field of military science.

BUSINESS SCHOOL.: Business schools may include college specialization in business administration or a
junior college degree in clerical and administrative support.

TRADE SCHOOL.: Trade schools offer specialized training in specific work field such as cosmetology,
computer technology, medical or dental technology, culinary arts or drafting.

PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL: Professional schools may include specialized study in areas such as art, music,
dance, photography, architecture or drama.

TWO-YEAR SCHOOLS VS. FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS

A four-year school offers a baccalaureate or bachelor's degree. A variety of majors and programs are
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offered. Most schools provide residence halls and dining facilities. The programs tend to be broad and
provide many opportunities for the students. Specific vocational training is often not the focus.

A two-year school can provide either additional training after high school or be a stepping-stone to a four-
year school. The career or vocational program provides a student with specific training in order to learn a
marketable skill. For students who plan to transfer, the two-year college provides the introductory
framework you will need for advanced study. Some junior colleges offer on campus housing and dining
facilities.

Community colleges are two-year state, supported schools that are primarily non-residential. They offer

low tuition programs and have arrangements with many four-year schools to provide an easy transition into a
bachelor degree program. Community colleges also provide career or vocational tracks.

3. What size school do I want? Do you want a school with 10,000 students or only a few hundred?

Colleges can range in size from 150 to 80,000 students. School size is broken down into categories that include
small (under 1500 students), medium (1500-4000 students), and large (over 4000 students). Small schools offer
you more personal involvement, a community atmosphere, and smaller classes, whereas the larger schools tend
to be more impersonal, allow you to be anonymous and have much larger classes. Remember, smaller
institutions may not have as many activities and opportunities to offer as would a larger institution.

Other questions to consider would include:

- What size was your high school? How did you feel about that? Do you want a similar experience in college?

- Will I feel closed in and trapped at a small college?

- Will I welcome the personal, friendly atmosphere a small college offers?

- Will I feel lost and overwhelmed at a large institution?

- Will I feel more independent and free at a large university?

- Will I want large or small classes?

- Do I want to interact with my instructors during class or would I prefer a large, more impersonalized style of
instruction?

- Will I want to be at a campus that offers sororities and fraternities that I would find at larger institutions?

- Are the athletic facilities appropriate for my needs?

- Will I have other major options if I want to transfer?

4. Where do I want to be? Do you want to live close to home or far away? Being close to home can hinder

your ability to experience independence, but being to far may make you lonely.

Location can be a very important factor when considering what college you attend. You need to consider the
expense and distance of travel, the need for independence versus the desire to stay near your family and the
effects of living in a particular climate.

5. What location do I want? Urban or rural? Rural colleges usually offer a campus atmosphere, while urban
colleges tend to be in busy cities.

The campus setting is also important to your decision. Physical environment will make you feel more
comfortable. Cultural, social, and economic activities are part of metropolitan areas and would be harder to find
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at a rural college. You may want to be near the mountains, the ocean, or out in the country. Schools located in
cities often are comprised of multi-storied buildings and high-rise dormitories with little open space, whereas
schools in rural settings may be many miles from metropolitan areas. As part of your decision, you need to think
about what lifestyle you are accustomed and if the school is going to meet your needs, especially since it may be
your home for the next two to four years.

6. What life style do I want? There are conservative schools, athletic schools, religious affiliated schools,
public  vs. ptivate, liberal schools, and fraternity/sorority schools to choose from.

In question #2 the kinds of schools available are described in detail, but there are other considerations you
want to consider about the style of the school. For example, do you want to be at a conservative school versus a
liberal school? The atmosphere will be very different at each institution. Other considerations include whether
you want a single sex or a coeducational school. The student body type may also make a difference. Some
schools place a heavy emphasis on extra curricular activities such as clubs and athletics. Whether the school
offers fraternities and sororities should also be considered if you think that may be important to you. Religious
affiliated schools may be another factor that may be important to you.

7. What can I afford? Do I have the flexibility of an expensive private school or I am limited to a less
expensive  state college?

Cost will play a major factor in making your decision. Not everyone can afford the more prestigious private
schools even with the help of financial aid (see section IX page 31). Total costs per year for tuition, room, board,
books, supplies, fees, personal expenses and transportation can range from a few hundred dollars to up to
$35,000, depending upon the circumstances. Thus, you have to know your limit and gauge your choices
accordingly.

It is important to keep in mind that you may qualify for financial aid that would help to defray some of the
expenses. Thus, you should not rule out a college until you have heard a decision from the Financial Aid Office.
This will happen in the late spring, so you should choose several colleges and make decisions after you have
received a financial aid package. Limiting prospective colleges on a cost basis alone may exclude some excellent
colleges from your list.

8. What requirements do I need to be eligible for college?

Although this differs from institution to institution, you should work with your counselor in choosing the
appropriate courses that provide you with the proper background for college. Most schools, although not all,
require at least 4 years of English, 3 years of math, and 3 years of science, social studies, and a foreign language.
Obviously, some schools and programs will require more of you. Consult with your guidance counselor and
respective school (before your senior year) to determine the admissions course requirements and to arrange the
appropriate course load for your senior year. When in doubt, taking more than the minimum will put you in a
better position. Colleges will also look at the depth and difficulty of your courses when evaluating you for
admission.

After you answer these questions, you need to go through one of the college handbooks and look for colleges
that match your interests. Computer software is also available for this purpose. You can search by major, size,
kind of school, etc. After you get a large list of schools, then you can start to narrow the choices down by doing
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research specifically on each school. Career Information Systems (CIS) is available on the computer network
and in the Career Center. This program allows you to do numerous searches for both career and college
information. Free Internet searches are also available. (See Appendix, page 49, for specific web sites)

When your list is narrowed down, write to each school asking for an application and catalog or check in the
Guidance Office to see if they have copies (see Appendix, page 59 for a sample letter). You may be able to go to
the college’s website to look at catalogs and apply online. In your Guidance Office there may also be other
information such as videos, directories, and computer software to assist you in your search. This may eliminate
your need to write to a school requesting information if you can tell from the literature that the school does not
appeal to you.

The Internet is also fast becoming the method of choice to search for schools and request information.
Although virtual tours can help to give you an initial look at a school, nothing can replace the campus visit (see
page 15). A list of some common web pages for college searching can be found in the Appendix on page 4.

One of the common questions asked most frequently is, "How many colleges should be on my final list?"
Well there is no universal answer to this question since each individual is different. Some students may only
apply to one or two schools while others may select ten or twelve. Neither approach is the best. After carefully
investigating your requirements of a college, you should be able to narrow your choices to approximately six or
less that provide the services that you desire. You may want to consider placing the schools in the following
categories:

Category 1 Your top choices which would include "long shots" based upon your credentials and the
admissions selectivity.

Category I These schools should possess significant features that you want in the school and can be
considered "realistic" schools.

Category III ~ Schools that have some of the features you are looking for and admission is highly likely.
These can be called your "safety" schools.

While there is no hard fast rule regarding these categories, including one or two schools in each category is
sufficient. You want to make sure that you apply to at least two "realistic" or "safety" schools to insure that
you will be accepted and be able to make a choice when the time comes.

A FEW POINTS OF CAUTION

1. Many students spend hours deciding on their top few choices and very few minutes on their fifth or sixth
choice. Itis strongly advised that you take time in making those decisions since you may end up at one of
those schools if admission and/or financial aid at your first choice(s) is not offered. You want to make sure
that your "safety" schools reflect the needs that you desire, not just because they are inexpensive or
admission is not as difficult.

2. Some students feel that schools that fall into Category II or III are not as good as those in Category I. This
is not necessarily the case. The selectivity may be stricter in some schools, which decreases your chances of
admission. A Category II or III school may be just as good as a school in Category I, which, because of the
size or reputation, cannot offer admission to as many students.

3. Not all of the "good" schools are in the East. As a result of this country's growth and where the first
13



settlements began, the majority of colleges are located in the East. Schools outside of this region offer
similar programs that may even be better than those within the region.

4. While the applicant pools at many colleges and universities are declining, this does not necessarily mean that
you will be offered acceptance, especially at your top schools. Many institutions planned for the decline and
adjusted budgets rather than lowering admission criteria. In fact, some of the "top" schools continue to
receive as many applications that keep them just as competitive.

5. State schools are no longer as "safe" as they may have been. Students who can no longer afford the cost of
a private college or university may have to look closer at public schools. Thus, competition increases
especially for out-of-state students.

As part of your investigation of colleges, a visit to the campus may be appropriate, and in fact, you may want
to have an interview, whether it is required or not, at the same time (interviews will be discussed in more detail
in section VIII page 24). The summer before your senior year would be the best time to visit, since you would
not have to miss school, but more than likely you will need time in the fall also. Many schools offer open
house situations where you can attend informational sessions and learn more about the college and programs
that are offered.

You should also have an opportunity to meet with college representatives when they visit your high school
or are present at a local college fair. Colleges recruit heavily in the fall (Sept., Oct., & Nov.) and less so in the
spring (Mar. & Apr.). By meeting with these representatives, you are able to ask questions about the college
and its programs and receive literature and an application. To make these situations most advantageous, you
should know which schools you want to meet with that have programs in which you are interested. Simply
attending a college fair will not be useful if you have no direction. Contact your Guidance Office for specific
dates and times of college visits and fairs. One important note of caution: These visits with college
representatives should not take the place of a campus visit, but instead, should serve as a means of gathering
information.

Even after completing this process, you may not be able to choose which colleges are for you. You are not
alone. Many students wait until the very last moment to apply because they simply are not sure what they
want, while others will transfer to another institution because they find that their first decision was not the best
one. The decision making process comes down to two points, what criteria are you looking for in a school,
and is that school a realistic option for you. Academic reputation, size, geographic location, student/faculty
ratio, campus facilities, coed/single sex, extracurricular activities, social interaction, cost, financial aid, career
counseling, private/public, health services, religious affiliation, academic competition, etc., are all factors which
may play a part in your decision.

When investigating college admissions procedures, you should determine how selective the school is when
making offers of admission. Are they looking more for high SAT/ACT scotes or activities in which you were
involved? If you happen to have a weak academic background, it may be best to look at less selective colleges.

However, it is possible that your references and interview may be weighed more heavily than academic
history. Thus, it is beneficial to investigate a college even though you may think that you have a limited chance
of being admitted.

During this time you should begin to fill out your Student Data Sheet (see Appendix, page 53 for sample).
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This will enable you to compile your activities and interest into one form. If you prefer, you may want to
make up your own to include with your college applications.

THE CAMPUS VISIT

After you have applied to the schools of your choice, you want to make sure that you arrange for a visit, if

you have not already done so. Some colleges have only certain days when they would like you to come for
interviews and tours, so you need to check with them to determine what times are available. If at all possible,
a visit to a college campus is critical before making a decision of acceptance.

Some schools require you to have an interview as part of the admissions process. If so, try to arrange the

interview and tour at the same time. If you are not required to have and interview, you may choose to have
one to learn more about the school from a professional staff member (see page 24 for more interview
specifics.)

When making an appointment for a college visit you want to keep the following things in mind:

When do I want to visit? Is there a certain part of the year that is more convenient than another (summer
vs. winter)?

What particular day can I visit? Planning the visit when high school is not in session may be best.
Have an alternate day in mind in case your first choice is not convenient for the college.

Who do I want to go with me? Do I want to go by myself, with my parents, with my friends, or with my
family? Will I be more nervous if I am with others or by myself? If others do go with you, make sure you
take the lead when you arrive by introducing yourself. Don't let someone else do it for you. If your
parent(s) do go along, make sure that they know what their role will be so you will not become
embarrassed or upset.

Plan how much time it will take you to get to the school in order to make an appointment at a convenient
time for you (making an appointment for 9:00 am and it takes 5 hours to get there does not make much
sense). Ask for a MAP!

Consider staying on campus overnight if that option is available. Eating in the cafeteria, sleeping in the
dorms, and perhaps attending some classes will give you a better sense of what it is like to be on campus.
You also want to check out as many of the facilities as possible.

If you are going to see two schools in the same vicinity on the same day, make sure that you allow enough
time to see the schools without being rushed.

Make sure to make arrangements eatly enough so you are able to visit on the day of your choice. Many of
the times available at popular colleges fill up very quickly.

Consider if you wish to meet with a coach or faculty member in your area of interest. Contact the person
directly and determine if s/he could meet with you during your scheduled visit.

10. You should call the admissions office a few days in advance to confirm your appointment, especially if it

11.

was made several weeks in advance.

If you run into delays or get lost, call the Admissions Office to let them know that you are going to be
delayed and how long it may be before you will arrive.
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You may want to schedule two visits, perhaps at different times of the academic year. The summer is much
more relaxed for you and for Admissions Offices. However, you miss seeing what it is like when the students
are present. Thus, making two trips will enable you to see the differences. The comprehensive fall visits may
be an option you want to use for your top schools.

It is best to avoid an unscheduled drop-in to an Admissions Office. Many times the counselors will already
be scheduled and unable to meet with you and a tour may not be available. You may be lucky and find that
they can accommodate you, but "dropping in" is discouraged and not a productive way to visit.

The college visit should be considered a time to look at the school and ask questions about programs,
activities and the setting which will help you make a well informed decision if this may be the place for you.
The tour of campus if one of the best times to ask candid questions about issues that the Admissions
Oftice may gloss over. Many tour guides are students who can give insight from the student perspective.

VII. COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTING

Standardized tests are only one of the many factors which colleges use in the admission process. Tests
provide the admissions office with individual scores that are then compared to national performance. Tests are
supposed to measure ability and achievement, yet they have been under a great deal of criticism lately. This
has led to the decline in use of the scores as an indicator of college performance although most colleges still
require your test results for admission. In some colleges, test scores are not used as an indicator of admission
to the school, but to a particular major that may be more competitive. A brief description of the major tests
and terms include:

1. THE CEEB

The CEEB (College Entrance Examination Board) is the organization that sponsors the most widely
accepted battery of tests for college admissions. Registration materials are available in your guidance office
and can be helpful to understanding the purpose, format, and score interpretation of the tests. The CEEB
represents the Eastern half of the United States.

A. THE PSAT/NMSQT

The PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Metit Scholarship Qualifying Test)
is given in October for juniors and accelerated sophomores as a practice test for the SAT. Itis a three hour
test consisting of two verbal, two mathematics and one writing skills section. Detailed results help to alert
students to what areas they scored best/worst in and predict an approximate equivalent score for the SAT.
The PSAT is unique in that you receive your test booklet and correct answers with your results. Thus, you
can go back and check your work. Of the over 1.2 million students who take the test annually, 15,000
become National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists that can later lead to academic honors. You should take
the PSAT's even if you are only remotely interested in college since it gives you necessary practice.

Sophomores should only take the PSAT if they are looking seriously at selective schools and if they have
had the proper courses, particularly geometry. Sophomores are not eligible for the National Merit
competition.
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B. THE SAT 1

The SAT I (Scholastic Aptitude Test) is a multiple-choice test that measures verbal and mathematical
reasoning abilities. The verbal sections consist of three parts — critical reading, analogies and sentence
completion, while the math sections contain multiple choice, quantitative comparison and student
generated, grid-in responses. Scores for each test range from 200 to 800 and the test takes approximately
three hours to complete. SAT’s are given at specific test centers throughout the country on specific dates
(check online at www.collegeboard.com or with the Guidance Office for the dates and locations.) Many
colleges require SAT scores as part of the application process.

C. SAT II TESTS

SAT II tests are diagnostic measures of actual knowledge acquired in specific areas. They are given in 18
different subject areas that include literature, writing, United States History, World History, Mathematics (2
levels), Chinese, French, German, Hebrew, Latin, Spanish, Korean Japanese, Italian, biology
(ecological/moleculat) chemistry and physics. These tests are one hour in length and the scores range from
200 to 800. In general, you should not take an achievement test until you have nearly completed a subject.
You can take up to three different subject tests on any one date. Not all colleges require SAT II's, so check
to make sure if any are required or recommended. If you are unsure, it is best to take the English writing,
the subject area in which you are going to major and another subject in which you feel most confident.
Check with your guidance counselor and content teacher for their recommendation.

2. AMERICAN COLLEGE TESTING (ACT)

The American College Testing (ACT) is a college entrance examination used primarily by many midwestern,
western and southern colleges and universities. It tests English, reading, mathematics and science reasoning.
Scores range from 1 to 36. A composite score of the four areas is given and the average composite score is 21.
There is no penalty for guessing. Check with the Guidance Office for registration information and testing
sites, since test areas are limited in the Northeast. If you are interested in a western college, determine if the
ACT is required as soon as possible to avoid missing a local testing opportunity. In some cases, western
colleges will accept SAT scores, but you would have to check with each school to see if it is acceptable.

3. TEST OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

The TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) is a standardized test primarily used for students
whom English is not their native language and whose SAT scores would be negatively impacted as a result.
Students whose first language is other than English should take the TOEFL rather than the SAT. However, if
there is a question, contact the respective school in which you are interested to inquire as to what it would
require. Students whom have demonstrated language skills may choose to take both tests.
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REGISTRATION:

In order to register for the SAT I's and SAT II's, you need to obtain the Education Testing Service (ETS)
registration booklet in your Guidance Office. You can also register by phone or on-line through the College
Board’s website (www.collegeboard.com.) Practice booklets are also available. You must fill out the
registration form and mail it to the testing center in Princeton, NJ prior to the deadline with the appropriate
fee. If you apply via the Internet or by phone, a credit card number will be necessary. When completing the
form, you must make certain to obtain the proper school, state, and county codes in order to process your
request expeditiously. When filling out the registration form, students should request scores be sent to colleges,
which they are considering. Provided in the basic fee for the test would be report scores for four schools. If
you are interested in more than four schools or request results be sent to additional schools after taking the
test, you will need to pay an extra fee.

Waivers for the SAT tests are available for students who demonstrate financial hardship. See your counselor
if you think you may qualify.

Testing dates are usually held as follows:

TEST DATES TEST GIVEN
October SAT I and SAT II
November SAT I and SAT II
December SAT I and SAT II
January SAT I and SAT II
March/April SAT I only

May SAT Iand SATII
June SAT Iand SAT II

If you have missed a deadline (which means paying a late fee), you may try to take the test as a "stand by".
To do this, a student must pay an additional fee (beyond the basic fee) and arrive at the testing center with no
guarantee of admission. If space is available, then students can register on a first come, first serve basis. It is
essential to have the registration form completed before arriving.

Students who have special needs may request untimed tests or other special provisions. For students with
religious obligations that restrict him/her from taking the tests on a Saturday, special permission can be
granted from CEEB to take the tests on an alternative day. Contact the Guidance Office for more
information on these alternatives.

It is recommended that students take the SAT I in May of their junior year and again in November of their
senior year, while taking the SAT II's in June of their junior year or December of their senior year. This is,
however, arbitrary, but allows for opportunities to retake the tests to improve scores and to forward results to
colleges in a timely fashion. *You cannot take both the SAT I and SAT II tests on the same day.

The SAT is the most common and widely used test and is a measure of developed verbal and mathematical
reasoning abilities that predict success in college. Results of the test change as abilities develop. The majority
of schools today are limiting the importance of the SAT in determining college admission, yet for some
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programs it remains an important factor. Most colleges have a range of scores that they will consider when
making admission decisions. DO NOT let low scores influence your chances of admission. You will never
know if you do not try.

For students who are fearful of the test, consider taking special preparation programs to help improve
scores. It should be noted that short-term efforts would prove little help in raising test scores. Only through
long term preparation and academic courses can significant improvement occur. Students can gain practice by
taking the PSAT/NMSQT, using practice tests, and by taking the SAT more than once if they want to
improve their scores.

**The College Board code for the Ridgeway High School is 431-461.
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VIII. COLLEGE APPLICATIONS AND INTERVIEWS

STEPS IN APPLYING TO A COLLEGE

1. COMPLETE YOUR STUDENT DATA SHEET (see Appendix, page 53)

2. WRITE YOUR COLLEGE RESUME

1. List everything in chronological order beginning with the earliest and ending with the most recent.
It is also permissible to reverse this order and begin with the most recent and end with the earliest.

2. Include school year in which the activity was completed. If multiple years, list in order from the
earliest to the most recent using a comma between the years.

3. Include activities from grades 9 - 12 only for this resume.

4. Look carefully at your resume to locate areas where you need to make improvements. Remember,
a college is a community and looks for future students who have a variety of interests.

(For a sample resume, see Appendix, page 56)

Suggested Tips:
If your parents do not allow you to work, (consider yourself lucky!) consider participating in volunteer
projects that will give you work experience.

Community activities suggest that you can handle responsibility and are a self-starter with social
awareness. Doing worthwhile services for your community not only provides you with experience, but
also allows you to do something important for those who need extra help.

A resume that looks attractive will make a good impression. Use boldface type, bullets, indentations,
and white space to make your resume look sharp. Stay with conservative fonts and paper.

*Check your resume carefully for accuracy and for correct grammar, usage and spelling!!

Writing a resume is like writing an advertisement for yourself. It is not a conceited thing to do, but a
professional way of expressing to others your accomplishment, experiences and responsibilities.

3. OBTAIN AN APPLICATION

First of all, check with your guidance office to see if they have extra applications that you could use. A
sample letter requesting information is outlined in Appendix, page 59. Be sure to type or write your letter
CLEARLY with your complete return address. Letters requesting an application should also include the area
of study in which you are interested and any other information the school should know about you. You
should also indicate if you are interested in a particular sport or activity, so appropriate material can be sent to
you. You may also find it easier to request information from the school’s website.
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4. DEADLINE DATES AND ADMISSION PROCEDURES

After you receive the application and information, take some time to read through the information to see
what is required of you and when it must be completed. Some schools have early deadlines for certain
programs and strict procedures that must be followed. Most schools have their own application, however
some schools have a common application that is used by several institutions. If you are unsure what
application to use, see your counselor. By not paying attention to this information, you may miss an
admissions opportunity. Also, do not assume that all college procedures are the same, as most are different.
While studying this material, pay attention to what will be required of you if you choose to apply. While you
complete this review, you should be thinking about how and who you will need to complete the requirements.
Requirements may include:

* Completed application form and appropriate fee

* Written essays or personal statements

* High school transcript

* Guidance Counselor and teacher recommendations

* SAT and/or ACT test scores

* Personal interview

* Portfolio of written or artistic work

* Other pertinent requirements for your particular major

You should consider keeping a checklist for each college to organize important information. A sample is
included in Appendix, page 61.

EARLY DECISION & EARLY ACTION: WHAT DO THEY MEAN?

If, during your search, you have found the perfect school for you, you may want to consider applying
eatly decision or early action (if the school participates in such a program). In order to do this, you need to
know early in the fall (before Nov. 1 for some schools) so you can complete your application.

You should only apply early decision to a school that is your first choice. If accepted, you are saying to
the school, "I will accept your offer and withdraw all other applications". You thus become committed to
attending that particular school. Because of the early deadline, you will be given a decision usually in
December or January, depending upon the school. Usually, criteria for early decision are more stringent
then regular admissions, so be prepared. If you are not accepted as an early decision candidate, then your
application should be placed in with the rest of the applicant pool. An early decision denial does not
necessarily mean an outright denial to the school. You just have to wait a while for a decision. Early
decision should not be confused with simply hearing early about a decision. It is a separate program than
regular admissions and thus has separate deadlines and criteria. If you are unsure about this process, check
with your guidance counselor and the respective college.

Early action, on the other hand, is a program offered by some schools, which is similar to early decision,
but does not lock you into a commitment to the school. You are given a limited amount of time to make a
decision in case there are other schools that you are also considering. You will probably have to make a
decision in early spring before the majority of the regular decision applicants would be required to do so.

Whether you apply eatly decision or eatly action, you need to keep in mind that there will be early
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deadlines (this includes taking tests such as the SAT in your junior year). If you choose not to participate in
the early applications, then you should apply for regular admissions, which constitutes the majority of all
applicants

5. COMPLETING THE APPLICATION
Most colleges and universities will want the following information:

1. THE APPLICATION - This serves the purpose of identifying the student to the college (name,
address, high school, etc) as well as determining the student's abilities and experiences. It is highly
recommended that the application be typed, although careful and neat printing is accepted. Longhand is
only suggested if the application tells you to do so. Many schools also accept applications filed on-line or
by using the Common Application.

2. THE ESSAY/PERSONAL STATEMENT - This portion may be patt of the application or
separate. Please see page 23 for more detailed information regarding your essay.

3. THE TRANSCRIPT - An official copy of your transcript from your high school must be sent by the
guidance office to each college. At Ridgeway High, there is a $3.00 charge for each transcript requested. If
you attended more than one high school, make sure that all of your marks from grades 9-12 are included.
Your standardized test scores and class rank should also be included.

4. SAT/ACT SCORES - These scotes should be sent directly from the testing setvice to the college.
However, some colleges may accept the scores if they are on your official transcript, but it is best to check
with the college Admissions Office to find out the policy.

5. COUNSELOR RECOMMENDATION - The letter of recommendation from your high school
guidance counselor is very important for the admissions committees in making their decision about you.
The counselot's recommendation differs from other recommendations in that it represents the school's
view of the student over a period of years rather than a specific time period. It will include the strengths of
a student's performance including academic and extra-curricular activities and should include weaknesses as
well. The counselor may or may not include comments from teachers in his/her letter.

6. OTHER LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION - Many schools request letters from people other
than your guidance counselor. Often times this will include teachers, employers, clergy or community
leaders. Most schools will provide you with the appropriate forms, but others can be written on
appropriate letterhead. It is important to know how many letters are needed and if they need to be from a
certain group (teacher, etc.). These letters are usually more detailed about the individual in terms of
applicant's ability in a certain area. Included in the letter should be an explanation of the type and length of
the relationship between the student and the writer. Letters from friends or relatives are not appropriate.
When you ask someone to write a recommendation, make sure that you give them ample time to complete
the recommendation (one month, if possible, but no less than two weeks), that they know the exact due
date, that they have any additional information which may be needed (including a copy of your resume is
helpful), and provide a stamped, addressed envelope to return the recommendation. Itis even wise to ask
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teachers who get many recommendation requests the spring before your senior year. You may also want to
set up a time to discuss your reference with the person who is to write it. If the references are mailed under
separate cover, you need to double check with the writer to confirm that it was actually mailed. Limit
yourself to three references that are sent to colleges as part of your application. You want to make
sure to avoid overkill. Lastly, make sure you keep a copy of all references that are written for you in case
you ever need them in the future.

THE ESSAY/PERSONAL STATEMENT - IN DETAIL

Your essay or personal statement is probably one of the most important parts of your application, so
here are a few tips to help you write a good essay.

Most colleges ask you to respond to one or two questions in order to get a better sense of exactly who
you are. The essay gives you the opportunity to take charge of the information that the college receives
about you and to provide information that does not necessarily appear in your grades, test scores, and
other information. It allows you to use your creativity, enthusiasm, talent, sense of humor, sincerity, and
writing ability - traits that probably do not come across in the rest of the application.

Essays may be typed or written depending upon the instructions. Simply photocopying the essay is not
recommended, as colleges ask different questions and that does not make a nice presentation. Your essay
should be thoughtful and completely answer the question that is asked, unless you are allowed to explore a
topic freely. If there are two parts to the question, make sure to answer them both. Sometimes you can
rework a previously written essay.

The admissions staff will evaluate your essay based upon different criteria, but the most common
include the following:

1. Your correct use of standard written English, which includes proper grammar, spelling, punctuation,
usage and syntax.

2. 'The content, depth of insight, and ability to think about your own life in respect to the topic.

3. Your level of creativity and originality. Admissions counselors read hundreds of essays, so yours needs
to be somehow different to attract attention. Don't over do it though.

It is suggested that you develop your essay in the following manner:

1. Give yourself plenty of time. Start formulating a series of topics to write about in the summer before
your senior year since once school begins, you will have much less free time.
You may even want to start a rough draft at this time. Never leave this to the last minute, as the

quality will inevitably suffer.

2. Be sure you understand the question(s), which are asked of you. If you need assistance, ASK. By not
understanding the question, you will likely end up with a less than exciting essay.
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3. Start by jotting down ideas or list of things you want to include in your essay. Develop a focus with a
clear starting point and where you want to end and then fill in the middle with supporting information.

4. Consider different writing styles. Maybe another genre other than straight prose may be more
appropriate.

5. After completing a draft, put it aside for a few days and then go back to it. See if it makes sense and is
structurally sound.

0. ALWAYS have someone else, whom you respect, read the essay to give constructive feedback. Do
not let the person rewrite or change your essay, rather have him/her give specifics to tighten up what
you have already written. If you ask a guidance counselor or teacher to give feedback, give them
several days to read it and get back to you. NEVER send an unedited essay to a college!

7. If necessary, go back and repeat steps 3, 4 or 5.
8. Read your essay aloud to locate the rough spots.

9. Type or handwrite your essay (depending upon the instructions) and proofread it several times to
check for errors. Have someone else also check for errors that you may have missed.

10. Make a copy of the essay for your files before you mail it in with your application. Then, sit back,
relax, and wait for your hard-earned efforts to pay off.

After completing the application, there may be a section that must be completed by the Guidance
Office. If so, you should give it to the Guidance Office in order for them to complete their portion. If not,
then send it directly to the college. Make sure to include the appropriate application fee. You need to
give the application to the guidance office at least two weeks before the deadline. You should
also make copies of the application for your records and in case it is misplaced. You may find it
more advantageous to have the guidance office send in the application to avoid having materials arriving at
the college separately.

For students who have a demonstrated financial need, the guidance office should provide you with a fee
waiver for your application(s). This basically waives the application fee. Check with your guidance
counselor if you believe you may be eligible for such a waiver.

6. THE INTERVIEW PROCESS

Whether an interview is a required part of the admission process or if it is optional, says a great deal about

the importance of the interview in making a decision about a candidate. If the interview is optional, go anyway.

This shows interest in the school on your part and may make the difference between acceptance and denial.

You should look at the interview as an opportunity to tell the counselor about yourself and why you should be
admitted to the school. You should not view the interview as being put in the hot seat, rather as a give and
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take. The school will learn about you and you will be able to ask questions of them.

The interview allows you to expand your application and life experiences. You can show your attitude,
commitment, creativity, interpersonal and leadership skills, sense of humor, zest for life, and overall potential
for making a contribution to campus life in an interview, which is not always apparent in your application.

You may want to schedule your interview at your first choice school last for two reasons. One, you will be
better able to compare it to other schools and secondly, you will have polished your interview techniques by
then. Although this may be hard to do, this technique should prove to be very beneficial.

When scheduling your interview, you may want to speak with a particular interviewer. If you know
someone or someone has been recommended, then inquire to see if that person is available on the day of your
visit. If not, either change your visit date or take another appointment. Never insist, as that would reflect
negatively upon you.

Here are some suggestions to keep in mind during the interview process:
1. Learn as much as possible about the college before your visit.

2. Prepare both questions that you want to ask and answers to questions you think you will be asked (see
pages 20).

3. Talk to someone else who may have interviewed at other schools to see what the process is like,
especially if it is someone who has already interviewed at the same school.

4. Arrive at least 10 minutes eatly as sometimes you can be seen earlier than the actual appointment.

5. Be yourself at all times! Be honest, sincere and interested. Admissions counselors are very keen and
can perceive a lot about you by the way you talk, sit and present yourself. Most of all, BE POSITIVE!

6. Know your background and expetiences so if asked, you don't stumble with your answers.

7. Don't read from a tesume or try to impress the interviewer with all of your qualities. Let him/her ask
the questions and you answer appropriately - not too short, not too long. Be sure to include specific
examples.

8. Speak cleatly, loudly, slowly and convincingly.

9. Be prepared to discuss your high school courses and activities including your class rank and S.A.T.
scores and why you are interested in that particular college. If there are any "bombs", diffuse them

now while you have the chance.

10. When asked about your activities reflect upon them, don't just list them. What gain did it have for you?
Especially talk about the experiences relative to your field of study.

11. Maintain direct eye contact with the interviewer and maintain a firm body posture.

12. Don't forget to ask the questions you have prepared. The best questions are those that can't be easily
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found in the literature (see pages 27-28 for some examples).

13. State and defend positions only if asked. Don't be argumentative. If you don't know something, admit
it. Don't try to bluff.

14. Dress neatly and attractively, but in clothes that you feel comfortable in. Whatever you choose, make
sure that you are neat and well groomed.

15. Thank the interviewer for his/her time and consideration.

ALUMNI INTERVIEW

You may also have an opportunity to meet with an alumnus of the school for your interview. An
alumnus usually conducts this if you live a great distance from the campus and cannot make it there for
your personal interview. You may also want to have an alumnus conduct the interview even if you have a
campus interview to add to your file, as an alumni recommendation may help your chance of acceptance.
The procedures for the alumni interview would be the same for the campus interview. To arrange an
alumni interview, contact the respective college admissions office.

7. QUESTIONS THAT STUDENTS ARE COMMONLY ASKED AT A COLLEGE INTERVIEW
The following questions are a cross section of questions that are commonly asked at college interviews:
1. How did you hear about college /university?

2. Why are you interested in majoring in ?

3. What accomplishments have you achieved or activities have you participated in that have a particular
effect on you and your life? How do they relate to your intended major?

4. What kinds of things do you do outside of school?

5. What are your career goals - long and short range?

6.  What has been your strongest and what has been your most challenging class?
7. Which one of your activities has given you the greatest satisfaction?

8. How familiar are you with this college and its programs?

9. Where do you see yourself in four years?

10.  How would you describe your high school, and how would you make it better?
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11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

What are your priorities in selecting a college?
How has your family affected your decisions?

What particular goals do you have in attending college?

What is something you really want to do in your life, but as of yet, have been unable to do?
Who is a role model for you?

What books or articles have made a lasting impression on your way of thinking?

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be and why?

What do you have to offer to this college?

How would a friend describe you?

Is there anything you would like to discuss which we have not spoken about?

8. SOME QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO ASK AT THE COLLEGE INTERVIEW

Some questions you might like to have answered may include:

1.

What on campus social activities are available for students? How much importance is placed upon social
and extra-curricular activities?

How many of the students receive financial aid? How does one apply for financial aid?

What dormitory facilities are available? What is provided in each room for students? What must they
bring? How is housing assigned?

What security services are provided?

Are there any museums, theaters, or concert halls in the area, which are accessible to students?
What athletic opportunities are available for students?

What is the size of the average class and the faculty-student ratio?

Are professors easily accessible? Do graduate students teach any of the classes? How much emphasis is
placed on faculty research?

What religious services are provided?
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10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

How adequate is the library for the number of students using it?
Are there adequate areas on campus for students to study outside of their dormitory rooms?

Do many students go home on the weekends? What is the week